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NATIONAL LEGAL AND POLICY CENTER, a corporation orgpnized and 
exislmg under the Distnct of Columlna Non-Profit CoiporBtion Act and having its offices 
and pnncipai place of business at 107 Paik Washinglon Court, Falb C^ 
files this con̂ Uont with die Federal Election Commission puisuant to 2 USC § 437g 

The prunaiy puipose of the National Legal and Policy Center, a chantable and 
educational organization descnbed m section S01(cX3) ofthe Internal Revenue Code, is 
to foster and promote ethics m government and public life 

Respondents include an individual candidate, a corporation, a candidate's 
comnuttee and a political action comnuttee The complamt documents numerous 
apparently illegal coiporate contnbutions over many years supporting the candidate's 
committee and poimcal action committee 

CHARLESB RANOEL,2354RaybumHouseQfiBceBuddmg,Washmgton,DC 
20515, CRaqgel") lepieaentB the 15*̂  Congressional Dislnct of New Yoik His 
congressional re-election campaigns over many yeais benefited fiom a aigmficandy 
reduced rem for office space Rangel's poimcal action comnuttee. National Leadoship 
PAC, has aumlaily bendSted by gettuig office space miended by law to be let as a 
prunaiy residence at a greatly reduced rent 



OLNICK ORGANIZATION, 110 East 59*̂  Street, 2tf̂  Floor, New Yoik. N Y 
10022 Ĉ huok") 18 the owner of four rent̂ tabilizBd Lenox Tenace apartments leased 
by Raogel Ofaudc Oiganization is mcoiporated m New Yoik (CoiporBtion # 1791883) 

NATIONAL LBADERSHIP PAC, P.0 Box 5577, New Yoik, NY 10027, 
gPECCoimmttBe ID #000302588) is political action committee conlroUedb̂  It 
rents a rent-stabilized q»itment on the tenth floor of the Lenox Tenace bulding m which 
Rangel alao leases duee rent-stabilized umts on the 16̂  fioor 

RANGEL FOR CONGRESS, PO Box 5577, New Yoik, NY 10027,(FEC 
CommitlBe ID #000302422) u the Coqgressional campaign comnuttee supportmg 

^ Rangel's re-election campaigas It rents space m the rent-stabilized apartment onthe 
tenth floor ofthe Lenox Terrace buildmg m̂ duch Rangel also leases three rent-stabilized 
umts on the 16*̂  floor 
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rvi The fiicts siqiportmg this complaint are all taken fiom matendspuUid̂  
HI available, pnncipally news articles. Federal Election Commission reoords and other 

puUie records 
On July 11,2008, TfteA/isw yoril Ttmes earned a story by lepoiter David 

Kocieniewski headlined Tor Rangel, Four Rent-Stabilized Apartments The story 
reported that Rep Rangel, Chairman of the powerful House Ways and Means 
Committee, had four rent-stabilized apartments m Lenox Terrace, a hixury development 
owned by the Olmck Organization, which was descnbed as "one of New York's premier 
real estate developers ** 

Tlie aibde stated that Rangd hvedm three qMrtment umts on the 16̂  floor Imt 
maintained a campaign oflSce m the fourth apartment located on the tenth floor "despite 
state and city regulations diat require rent-stabilized ̂ Nortments to be used as a pnnuuy 
residence " 

The New York Tones article stated that Rangel paid "S3,894 monddy m 2007 fin 
the finir apartmente" but thatthe Olnmk Oiganization's Web site mdicated thatthe 
"current market-̂ ate rent for sunilar qsartments m Mr Rangel's building would total 
$7,465 to $8,125 a momh " 

When asked why Rangd was allowed to use one of die four rem-stabilized 
apartments as an ofiSce for his political groups, Jeanette Bocchino, a spokeswoman fbr 
the Olmck Organization stated, "This is a pnvate matter fiv the Ohuck Organizatton and 
Mr Rangd to evduate " 

Bididbit Ap flppcodod 



The article then stated, "Under state and aty regulationB, tenants can Goubnue 
renewmg lite leaae m their rent-atdnhzed apartments fixr as long as th^ use It as a 
primary resuience, and landlords can increase rent ody by an annud percentage set by a 
city board" 

Reporter Kociemewski reported dut Federd Election Comnussion records 
diowed Sylvia Ohuck, an owner of Olnick OigpmiMhon, had contnbuted $2,000 to Rep 
RaQgd*8 campaign m 2004 and die had oonlnbuted $2,500 to Rangd's separate politicd 
action comnuttee m both2004 and m 2006 The article further reported that city records 
showed that a toU^ fiv die OhudE OiganizBtm had met widi Raogd m 2005 when 
the company was seeking govemment approvd of a plan to expand Lenox Terrace and 

Q binld aiuther con̂ ilex m the Bronx 

^ Ragaidii^ the use ofthe Itf^floor apartment as a politicd ofiBce, theMew York 
^ Tlufieiartide stated, "He pays $630 forthe 10̂ -floor office, and Federd Election 
Nl Commission records show that he splits the cost between hu Congressiond reflection 
'=T fund, which raised more than $3 6 miUion this election cycle, and his Nationd 
^ Leadership PAC, a comnuttee he controls, wfaidi raised more than $1 6 mdlum*' 
O 
^ A review ofFederd Election Conumssion records confinned dut bodi Rangd's 

Congressiond re-dection campaign and his Nationd Leadership PAC paid rent fbr their 
Lenox Terrace quartera and have been jointly paying rent fbr some yeara 

Without conducting a reoQids aeaich of aU zcports filed with the Federd E l ^ ^ 
Commission, a spot check found office rent disbursonents by the Range! for Congress, 
96 oonumttee (FEC Committee ID #000302422) fiv ofifice apace rem at Lenox Terrsoe, 
10 West 135* Stieet, New Yoik, NY 10037, gomg back as early as 1996 ' 

By the end of2005, the Nationd Leadenhip PAC and Rangd fiv Congress were 
both paying offioe rent for campaign space at Lenox Terrace' Both the Nationd 
Leadership PAC aid Rai^ fiv Congress appeared to be duumg not ody office spm 
Lenox Terrace but also the same Treasurer (Basd Patterson) and the same post office 
box 

In any casê  Fedend Election Commission reooids indicate diat at least one and, 
more recenfiy two, politicd oommitteeslunbyRangd and registered widitlieF EC aid 
siqspoitmg federd candidates rented office space at Lenox Tenace for more than ten 
years Dunng this penod of more than ten years, the comimttee(s) paid rent at what 
appean to be the rent-stabilized amount - fiff less than the market vdue of the rent for 

* Rflngel for CongrBU. '96, Report of Reoeipti md Dubunementi. Year End Rqicnt, Amended, filed Apnl 
2,1997 
' RaqgrilbrCoqgraiiftRqiortofReeeqMiaiidDidM^ 
diowBaSSOOdiAiBinnBiatoLaimTMmDevdop̂  onNoveiiil)«3,300Slbr''dnceiaa" 

Nsboosl Leadonliip PAĈ  Rsport of Rcosipii md DisbunsiiMiiit Yeir Bad Rsport̂  Anended, filed 
Aprd 25,2006 ilieiwfivBiqMMdidiuiMnflBti to Lenox Temoe in AugHiltliiough 
NovMiibsr 2005 With iMGh diibunemnt IniBd •• bnqg Ibr'̂ ^^ 
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such an apartment desinte state aid city regulations which require rent-stabihzed 
apartments to be used aa a primary resdence 

The Web page of the New Ycnk Cily Rent Guidehnes Board undenoores that 
rent-stabilized qiartments must be the pnmary residence of die tenant m order to quahfy 
fivroit-stBbilizBtion * The Rent Stabilization Code section 25201 l(k) excludes fiom 
ivotection "housing accommodations which are not occupied by the tenant" 

The New Ycvk City Rent Stabilizadon Board's web page also provides a 
fiequently asked question (FAQ) section whidi sheds further hght on the issue with the 
question, "What constitutes 'pnmary residence '"̂  Citing the Rent Stabilization Code 

^ §2520 6(u) winch cites the fiicton which hdp determine î ietfaer ateiumt remains a 
CT pnmary resident While no single foctcv is "̂ Idy determinativê  it's hard to argue that 

Rangd meets any ofthe cntena for listing the 10 floor apartment rented by his politicd 
CM comnuttees as his primary residence 
Ml 

The cntena cited m the Rent Stabilization Code section just cited indude 
O 1 Specification by an occiqunt of an address other dian such housmg 

accommodation as a place of residence on any tax return, motor vehide 
registrBtion, dnver's hcense or other document filed with a pubhc agency, 

2 Use by an occupant of an address other dian sudi housmg aocoinmodation as a 
voting address, 

3 Occupancy of the housing aocommndation for an aggregste of less than 183 
days m the most recent cdendar year, excqit fbr temporsiy penods of rdocation 
pursuant to section 2523 5(b) Of this Tide [covering mililaiy service, enroUmem 
as a fidl tune student, relocation oourt order, temponiy relocation dw 
eii4>l̂ yment, hospitahzation or odier reasonable grounds], 

4 Sublettmg the accommodation 

Citmg apubhc records datdwse and mterviews withRaqgd's neighbors, the Mnv 
York T̂mes aitude mdres clear that Rangel has lived at the Lenox Tenace smce ihe eariy 
1970*8 It IS also qmte clear that he lives m the three apartment unite on the 16"* floor 
vtee their combined residential hving space is some 2,500 square feet 

Not ody would any attempt to aigue that the lÔ -floorapaitment office is 
Rangd's pnmary residence nm counter to the cntena listed in the Rem Stabilization 
Code aid be counter to the plam hcts of the article, but then Rangd wodd have to 
explam why his politicd comnuttees are paymg fin his pnmary residence 

* Wew Ymfc Citv Ram Quideimai Bnard. httn //www hnuiinpivc com/ 



Annarent Violations 

1. IDagd Corponte In-kind Contrlbntloii of Diseoanled Rent to Rangd for 
Congress and the NaUoiid Leadersiiip PoHtteal Actkm Committee 

Over more than a ten-year penod, Ohuck Organization, a New York corporation, 
pnividdl office qiace to lUngd fiv Congress and/or die Nation̂  
rate significantly bdow the naarket vdue ofthe rent fiv the office 

CM 

^ As Olnick Oiganization IS a corporation. It IS not allowed by law to support 
^ federd dection comnuttees with contnbuUons 
CM 
Hi 

hn The FEC regulations regarding corporate pohticd activity are set fbrth at 11 CFR 
^ 1141 etseq and the defimtion of oontnbulion is niore than broad enough C^yt^^ 
^ vduO to q̂ Iy to a nujor and ongoing discount m rem fiv office space fiv pohlicd 
^ committees set im to influence fednddections 
CM 

Sec 114 1 Definitions 

(a) For purposea of part 114 and section 12(h) of the Public Utility 
Holding Company Act (15 0 S C 791(h)) — 

(1) The terns contribution and expenditure shall include any direct 
or indirect payment* distribution! loan, advance, deposit, or gift of 
noneyr or any services, or anything of value (except a loan of money by 
a State bank, a federally chartered depository institution (including a 
national banlc) or a depository institution whose deposits and accounts 
are insured by the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation or the 
National Credit Union Adminiatration, i f such loan is made in 
accordance with 11 CFR 100 82(a) through (d)) to any candidate, 
political party or committee, organisation, or any other person in 
connection with any election to any of the offices referred to in 11 
CFR §114 2 (a) or (b) aa applicable 

There 18 no doubt that the apsitment on the tendi floor of Lenox Terrace 
descnbed m the Jdy 11, New York Times article "For Rangd, Four Rent-Stebdized 
Apartmente,** was used aa offices by Rangd fiv Congress and the Nationd Leadership 
PAC More tlian ten years ofrqpoite to the Fedend Election Conumttee mdicate regular 
disbursemente fiv die office space m question 

There is also no doubt that the tenthrfloor umt was not the pnmary residence of 
Mr Rangel, as required by state and city regdaUons to qualified fiv the discounts 
available under the rent-stabilization program Mr Rangd's residence is located on the 
16*'' floor ofthe Lenox Terrace building and there is nothing m the pubhc record to 
suggest otherwise 



The Federd Election Campaign Act and FEC regulations prohibit fiinds 
donsted to a fedend candidate to be oonverted to personal use as would be the case if the 
tent-floor umt was Mr Rangd's prunaiy residence 2 U S C §439a(bXl)i 11 CFR 
f 113 2(e) 

While the provision of steeply discounted rent on a long teim basis fiom a 
corporation to one or more pohticd committees set up to mfluenoe federd elections is 
more tiian enougih to constitute an lUegd corporate contnbution However, the fiuts set 
fivthmtlieJVSnv KodbTlaiar article indicate dut one ofdie co-owners of Olnidc 
Oiganization, Sylvia Olmck, was a $2,000 contnbutor to Rangd fiv Congress m 2004 
and a $2,500 oonlnbutor to the Nabond Leadership PAC m bodi 2004 and 2008 Anddie 

^ iVSswyofvl7>iiiBr artide cites city records showing that m 2005 a lobb^ 
^ Organization met widi Rangd regarding govemmgit approvd of a plan to expand Lenox 
^ Tenace 
i H 

Ml It appean beyond argument that Ohuck Oigamzation knew the pupose ofthe 
^ tenth-floor umt was as office sjMce fiv the two pohticd comnuttees since the rent checks 
^ were regidariy sent m by Rangd fiv Congress and/or tlie Nationd leadership PAC 
CM 
M When the Olmck Orgamzation was specifically asked by the New York Tunes 

reporter why Rangd was pemutted to use one of the four apartment units as an office, 
Jeanette Bocchino, descnbed as a spokeswoman for the company said, "This is a pnvate 
matter for the Ohuck Organization and Mr Rangel to evduate " As a corporate m-kind 
coiitnbulion of tens of tluiusands of dollara over more than ten yeara to oiie br more 
pohticd comnuttees, it is clear this is more than a "̂ pnvate matter " 

Put amqdy, there is no exception m the Fedeid Election Campaign Act or FEC 
regulations iduch allows corporations to charge aigmficandy reduced rent to pohticd 
committees which are organized to influence federd elections 

2. Fdlore to Report In-kind Contributioiis 

Over more than ten years, Rangd for Congress felled to report the m-kmd 
contnbution ofreduce rent to die committee Sundarly, once the Nationd Leadership 
PAC hogan paymg reduced rent fiv office q»ce m the same umt, rt also fiuled to report 
tlie significandy reduced rent as an m-kind contribution 

The Federd Election Campaign Act and FEC regdations require accurate 
rqxirtmg of ui-kmd oonbibutions as boih contnbutions and expenditû  2USC §434, 
llCFRfl04 



Conchiaion 

The gravamen of this Gomplaiiit is quite sunple under the Federd Eleetion 
Commission Act and tlie Fedeid Election Commission regulations, it is illegd for a 
CoiporBtion to siibsidize bodi a campaign committee fiv a candidate fiv federd office and 
a pohticd action committee supporting candidates fbr federd office 

Virtually all of die fiicte m this case are fiom pubhc sources and are easily 
documented 

There 18 no question that 

^ • Olmck Organization IS a corporation 
CM 
^ • Rangd fiv Coqgress IS a pohticd committee which m̂ y not 
Ml receive corporate contnbutions 

^ • Nationd Leadership PAC is a pohticd committee wludi nmy 
^ not receive corporate contnbutions 

• aaigmficantreducUonmrembyacorporationtoafiBderd 
campaign committee constitutes an apparent illegd contnbution 

• there IS no credible aigument to be made diat die tendi-floor umt 
bemg rented by die pohticd campugns IS Mr Rangd's'̂ pnmary 
residence''- aa required by state and aty regdations to quahfy for 
the gresdy reduced rent under die rent-stabihzation program 

• Mr Rangd aid his pohticd conmuttees(s) has/have benefited 
improperiy over more than ten yean through reduced rent of tens 
of dumsands of dollara 

• neither Rangd fiv Congress nor the Nationd Leadership PAC has 
ever disdosed the m-kmd contnbution of rmyor rent discounts on 
any rqxvte filed widi the Federd Election Commission fiom 1996 
todie present 

This case represente a textbook example fiv the need fiv tiie FEC to protect the 
integnty of the dection finance process If a powerfid Congressman can receive 
significant corporate in-kind corUnbutions year after year whUe fiding to disclose those 
Gonlnbulions, the message bang sent 18 fliat die law 18 a duun 

I urge the Federd Election Commission to conduct a fiill and prompt mvestigadon 
mto die fiwts of this case Anything less wodd undermme the confidence of the public m 
die integnty of die canô iaign finance qratem 



Complainant, iqxm infivmation and behef and rdying upon persond knowledge 
and die exhibite attached hereto as evidence of possible violations oflaw set forth above, 
hereby sweara under pendty of perjury dut die statemente and fecte of this Complauit are 
true and correct to the best of his knowledge and behef 

NATTONAL LEGAL AND POUCY CENTER 

KennediF Bodim, Chamnan 

Ml 

^ Sducnbed and swom befive me this 14*̂  day of Jdy 2008 
CM 

Notaiy Pdilic 

OOMMGNMMHaPWMM 
SEAL ^ ^ B ^ NOB«irREGBnMRM# 118473 

MOMaCNOME 

My commission ognres 

% 



^ EXHIBIT A 
Hi 
Ml "For Rangeii Four Rcnt-Stabllbed Apartmente," by David Kbdcniewski, 
^ nkeJVeny For* Umar, FHdî .Ju^ 11,2008 
Q 
CM 
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For Rangel, Four Rent-Stabilized 
Apartments 

DAVIP KOfilKWIBlfflB 

While aggressive evictions aie reducing the number of rent-statailized 
apartments in New York, Representatwe O'ft̂ f̂fl MBf ̂  is enjoymg 
fi9ur of them, including three adjacent units on the i6tti floor 

K overlooking Upper Blanhattan in a building owned 1̂  one of New York's 
premier real estate developers. 

Ml 

Bifr. Rangd, the powerful Democrat who is chairman of the House Ways 
Q and Means Cominittee, uses his fourth apartment, six floors bdow, as a 
^ campaign ofiSoe, despite state and dty regulations that require rent-

stabilized apartments to be used as a primaiy residence 

Bilr. Rangd, who has a net worth of $566,000 to $1.2 million, according 
to Congresdond disclosure records, paid a totd rent of $3,894 monthly 
in 2007 for the four apartments at Lenox Terrace, a 1,700-iinit luxury 
devdopment of s» towers, with doormen, that is described in red estate 
publications as Harlem's most prestigious address. 

The current market-rate rent for sunilar apartments in Mr. Rangd's 
building would totd $7,465 to $8,125 a month, according to the Web 
site of the owner, the Olnidc Organization. 

Hie Olnidc Organization and other red estate flrms have been accused 
of overzedous tactics as they move to evict tenants fixim Ifaeu: rent-
stabilized apartments and convert the units into market-rate housing. 

Tensions are especial̂  inflamed in Harlem, where the rising cost of 
living and the arrivd of more moneyed reddents have triggered anxiety 
over the future of the historically blade neî borhood. And Vantage 
Properties, a company establidied by Olnid̂ s former diief operating 
oflHcer, has attracted billions in private equity financing by promising 

10 



mvestors that it can aggressivdy convert tens of thousands of rent-
stabilized apartments, many in Harlem. 

Yet Mr. Rangd, a critic of other landlords'callousness, has been 
undiaracteristically reticent about Olnidc's actions. 

State oCBdals and dty housing experts said in interview that whik tte 
law does not bar tenants from havmg more titan one rent-stabilized 
apartment, they knew of no one dse with four of them. Others suggested 

^ that the arrangement undermiiies the puipose of rent regulation. 

21 "Ihere are fiEuniUes who nianage to get two, wlien one tenant mames 
^̂  another, things like that»" sdd Dov TMman, a lawyer who publishes Ihe 
^ Housing Court Reporter, a legd trade publication. *But Fve never heard 
o of any tenant managing to get four." 
CM 

Mr. Rangd's use of the fourth apartment as an offlce, in addition to his 
2,500-6quare-foot reddence, was especial̂  troubling to some 
advocates, given tiie dt/s dironic shortage of housing for low- and 
moderate-income reddents. 

"Whether ifs an dected ofBdd or not, no one diould have four 
apartments, espedaliy when one is being used as an ofELce,* sdd Midiad 
MdCee, treasurer of the Tenants Politicd Action Committee, who was 
not aware of Mr. Rangd's dtuation when he was interviewed. 

Mr. Rangd, who was first dected to Congress in 1970 and is one of the 
dtys most recognizable dected officials, has written and spoken 
extensivê  about his devotion to his home in Harlem, but does not 
appear to have ever publidy admowledged that he has been pennitted 
to lease four rent-stabilized apartments tiiere. According to a public 
records database and interviews wtth ndĝ hbors, he has lived in the 
buflding since the early 1970s, but it is not dear when he amassed the 
four units. 

11 



Mr. Rangdf 78, dedined to answer questions during a tdephone 
interview, saying that his housmg was a private matter tiiat did not 
affect his representation of his constituents. 

"Why diodd I hdp you embarrass me?" he sdd, before abruptly 
hangmgup. 

Olnidc oflBdals dedined to discuss when or why th^ decided to permit 
Mr. Rangd to lease multiple rentHStabOized umts. Adsed why he had 
been aDowed to use one as an ofiBoe, Jeanette Bocchino, a spokeswonian 
for the company, replied: This is a private matter for the Olnick 
Oiganization and Mr. Rangd to evduate." rvi 

Ml 

CM 

^ Mr. Rangd is not the only prominent resident with a rent-stabilized 
O apartment at Lenox Terrace. Gov. David A. Paterson told The New York 

Sun in Mi^ that he pays $1,250 fbr a rent-stabilized two-bedroom 
apartment in the complex that rents for $2,600 or more at market rates. 
Basil A. Paterson, the govemor̂ s father, pays $868 per month for his 
apartment there, in the same buflding as Mr. Rangel's apartments, 
according to state records. 

Percy E, Sutton, the former Manhattan borou^ president and a 
longtime dly and friend of Mr. Rangd's, also lives at Lenox Terrace, 
though reccnds about his rent were not available. 

Under state and dty rent regulations, tenants can continue renewing the 
lease in theur rent-stabilized apartments for as long as they use it as a 
primary reddence, and landlords can increase rent atiy by an annud 
percentage set by a dty board. 

A spokesman for the govemor sdd that Govemor Paterson, who owns a 
home in an Albaiiy suburb and recentiy moved into the executive 
mansion, conddered Lenox Terrace his primaiy reddence. A secretaiy 
to the dder Mr. Paterson, who owns a home on Long Idand, said he 
could not be immediately readied. 

12 
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f aminaries are nothing new at Lenox Terrace, a large devetopment on 
135th Street between Fiftii and Lenox Avenues. The Oliiick Organizatto 
built It in 1958 as the first hnauy community m Harlem. The fomity-run 
company has a broad portfolio of retail, commerdd and reddentld 
bufldingSi and hdds a contract to lease ofiBoe space to fsderd agendes 
in Morristown, N J. 

According to ̂ *̂ fTiil T'Qgtf ÎP O^mmffP records, Mr. Rangd recdved 
$2,000 in campaign contributions fram SyMsi Olnidc, an owner of the 

m company, in 2004. His separate politicd action committee received 
^ $2,500 donations from her in 2004 and 2006. 

^ In addition, dty records diow that in 2005, a lobbyist for the Olnidc 
^ Organization met with Mr. Rangd and Mr. Paterson, who was then the 
^ State Senate minority leader, as the company set out to win govemment 

approvds of a plan to eaqiiand Lenox Terrace and build another 
apartment complex in the Bronx. 

Bfs. Boodiino sdd that Mr. Rangd was not asked to do, nor did he do, 
anytiiing for the company. A qxikesinan for the governor sdd he also 
did not act on Olnidc's bdialf . 

Neither prqject has advanced. 

Mr. Rangd's reddence, whidi has custom mddings and dramatic 
archways, is decorated with Benin Bronze statues and antique carved 
walnut Italian diairs, and was featured in the 2003 book "Style ahd 
Grace: African Americans at Home," by Midiad Heniy Adams (Bidfindi 
Press). The artide called tiie home a penthouse, dtfaougih it is on the 
second floor fixmi the top. 

Ihe book does not mention that the units are rent-stabilized, but says 
that the penthouse had been assembled by oomUning separate 
apartments. Mr. Rangd's wife. Alma, is quoted describing the 
congressman as "the dicqiper in this femfly" vAo has a penchant for 
hunting down antiques like cut-glass diampagne flutes and walnut 
diests to furnish their degant abode. 
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The State Dividon of Housing and Conununity Renewd does not 
publidy rdease infonnation about rents pdd tenants in rent-
regulated apartments. But Ihe New York Thnes obtained a copy of flie 
agency's 2007 rent 16D report for Mr. Rangd's building, wfaidi diowed 
that the congressman holds the leases on ̂ lartments 16M, 16N, 16P and 
loU. 

Ndtiier Mr. Rangd nor the company wodd describe the dimendons or 
^ layouts of the apartments, but neigjhbors and a doorman said the 
^ apartments induded a studio, a one-bedroom and a two-bedroom on 
CM the 16th floor. A Times reporter vidted the lotii-floor office, a one-
r| bedroom. 
Ml 

^ The reoords diowed that the congressman pdd $1,329 monthly for his 
two-bedroom apartment, whidi is about half tiie $2,600 market-rate 
rent flie devdopment now diaxges new tenants. For the adjacent one-
bedroom, he also pdd $1,329 Ihe one-bedrooms are now rented for 
$1,865 and up. 

He pdd $606 a month for the ad|]aoent studio apartment, while market 
rents for studios there are now $1,300. He pays $630 for the loth-floor 
office, and federd dection records diow that he spUts tiie cost between 
his Congresdond re-dection fund, whidi has raised more than $3.6 
million this dection cyde, and his Nationd Leaderdiip PAC, a 
cominittee he controls, whidi raised more than $1.6 million. 

Some Congresdond ethics experts, whfle sî yuig it appears legitiinate for 
Mr. Rangd to have one rent-staUlized apartment, question whether his 
acceptance of the additiond units may violate the House of 
Representatives' ban on members' accepting gifts of more than $100. 
Ihey suggest tiiat the difference between what Mr. Rangd pays for the 
second, third and fiiurth apartments and what a new market-rate tenant 
would pay—some $30,000 annual̂ —could be considered a gift 
because it is given at the discretion of the landlord and it is not generaDy 
available to the public. 
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Landlords can--and routinely do—force tenants vvfao have more than 
one rent-stabilized apartment to give up ai^ additiond units. 

Meredith MoGdiee, polipy director for the nonpartisan Campaign Legd 
Center in Washington, sdd she was not familiar with the particulars of 
BIr. Rangd's accommodations, but sdd tiiat under House ethics ndes, a 
gift is deflned as any "gratuity, favor, discount, entertainment, 
hospitality* loan, foibearanoe, or other item hadng monetaiy vdue." 

Mr. Rangd, who earns $ 169,300 base pay as a congressman, owns a 
K viDa m the Dommican Republic that is worth $250,000 to $500,000, 
2j his disdosure form states. He has also Ixnigiht and sold pr(q[)ê  

recent years; he bought a condominium in 2004 in Sunny Ides, Fla., for 
^ $50,000 to $100,000 and sold it last year for $100,000 to $250,000. In 
,̂ 2004 he also sold a buflding on 132nd Street, around the comer from 

Lenox Terrace, for $250,000 to $500,000. He owns mutud funds with 
a combmed vdue between $266,000 and $765,000 

Mr. Rangd is among New York's most influentid politicians. He is a 
member (if the legendary "gang of four''blade Deniocratic p(iwer bioli^ 
— dong with Mr. Sutton, the former Manhattan borough preddent; 
former Mayor Pfm^ Wi Pf"ld"ffir and the senior Mr. Paterson, the 
former secretary of state and tiie govemor's father — who have 
dominated Hariem affairs for a generation. 

Mr. Rangd is fiequently re-dected with more than 80 percent of the 
vote. In the 1990s he wrote the Federd Empowerment Zone 
demonstration prqject, a $5 billion program to revitalize urban 
neighborhoods throughout the country. More than $200 million of that 
money has been steered to the Upper Manhattan Empowerment Zone, 
where Representative Rangd has served on the board, and wliicfa has 
been credited with hdpmg spur Harlem's resuigenoe. 

But critics, induding some Harlem reddents, oompldn tiiat Mr. Rangd 
has too (iften used his public office to hdp hinisdf and his friends. In 
iQQQ. Mr, Rangd waa forced out aa diairman of the Apollo Hieater 
foundation after the state attorn̂  generd's offioe diaxged that the 
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board had fafled to coDect more than $4 mOlion owed to the theater by a | 
company controlled by his ally Mr. Sutton. Mr. Rangd and Mr. Sutton 
denied any wrongdoing. 

Last year, government watdidog groups criticized Mr. Rangd for 
puddng tiirough a $1.9 million earmark to bufld the Charles B. Rangd 
Center for Public Service at City College of New York, which is to indude 
an office for Mr. Rangd and a presidentid-style libraiy for his officid 
papera. Iiie congressman and the ooUege said that by lendmg his name 

1̂  to the prqject, he had hdped the cdl^ raise millions from private 
N. donora. 
CM 
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